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In the Land of the Power Giants,
players measure about 100-
horsepower tall. Now along comes
Mr. Max at 119, a skywalker

in the midst of shrubbery.

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.
—Lord Acton

For a crusty old historian, Baron John Emerich Ed-
ward Dalberg-Acton was one shrewd guy. Had he not
ridden to his reward over 80 years ago, we'd suspect he
had a close encounter with Yamaha's new V-Max. Why?
The V-Max makes far more horsepower than any street
bike ever produced, enough power to corrupt even a
saint.

Saints we aren't, but every tester at Cycle can attest
to the corrupting influence of the V-Max's power. Not a
one escaped its siren song. It's embarrassing—grown
men pulling in-town wheelies, doing smoky burn-outs
and see-ya-later-alligator zap-by passes on kindly old
blue-haired ladies. We know, we know. It's childish. It's
socially unacceptable. It's bad P.R. But it's so much
fun—and that much power is absolutely irresistible.
With 119 thundering horses corralled between the
sidecases, the big Yamaha could transform even San-
dra Day O’Connor into a speed-crazed scoundrel.

For a few years, manufacturers have cricket-hopped
back and forth over the 100-horsepower line. In the
March 1983 issue, Cycle tested Honda's first V65
Magna, but our 105-horsepower sample proved un-
characteristically sharp; subsequent V65s have failed to
equal that unit, Dyno tests of six of the strongest motor-
cycles currently available show an average output of
95.60 horses, and Suzuki's GS1150E leads the pack
with 101. Now, in contrast, Yamaha has made a rocket-
assisted kangaroo-leap forward. Qur Yamaha V-Max
churns out a smashing 119.08 horsepower at 9500 rpm.

What does 119 horsepower mean on the road? One-
nineteen means block-long wheelies when you bang the
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